*    TRAVEL    *

< During the agricultural riots of 1830-51, a tele-
graphic dispatch reached Portsmouth ordering troops
from its garrison to be immediately forwarded to Win-
chester, upon which city a serious attack was threatened.

* The soldiers were forthwith placed on board a steamer
which conveyed them to Southampton, from whence
they were forwarded in carriages to Winchester. From
the time of issuing orders in London until the military
arrived at their destination, only six hours elapsed,
though not less than 100 miles intervened. This was
thought very expeditious, and even here, if it had not
been for a Steam Engine, it could not have been effected.
But if the Southampton Railway had been completed, the
same Steam Engine could have conveyed the troops
from London to Winchester in two hours, or only one
third of the time.

'. . . Sheridan once said, u Give me a free press, and I
will not care if the Government of this country is cor-
rupt." If he had lived in the age of improved conveyance
he might as tersely have added, "Give me Railways
throughout England, and with a handful of soldiers I
will subdue all its local disturbers, whether rebels or
invaders." Such a facility of intercourse will supersede
the necessity for a large standing army in England.

'Railways necessarily increase the sources of our enjoy-
ment. Those whose occupations prevent at present their
affording the time requisite to visit the most beautiful
districts of England will be enabled to reach them with
as little expenditure of time as is now required by a
London inhabitant of Gravesend, or other neighbouring
place of resort.

*The humane should encourage the establishment of
railways; for no improvement of modern days will tend
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